
“I have kept silent for a long time, I have kept still and restrained Myself. Now like a 

woman in labor I will groan, I will both gasp and pant… I will lead the blind by a way they 

do not know, In paths they do not know I will guide them. I will make darkness into light 

before them  And rugged places into plains. These are the things I will do, And I will not 

leave them undone.”  (Isaiah 42: 14, 16 NASB) 
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 Being as I write this with a Presidential election closing in on us, it’s only natural that we focus 

our attention on whether President Donald Trump will be re-elected, or Joe Biden will unseat him. And 

in that simple statement is the shallow covering for a huge problem in this nation.  

 I am the first one who will tell you that politics is not my “thing.” I am a minister who makes his 

daily living as a science teacher at a high school in a small town in Texas. I am a child of the 1960s and 

one of my earliest memories was watching the funeral of President John F. Kennedy with my family in 

1963. Five years later would come 1968 and the madness of that particular year, against which I found 

refuge in the triumphs of the U.S. space program and the race to the moon. My “coming of age” period 

(politically speaking) was during the Watergate scandal that led to the impeachment proceedings and 

resignation of President Richard Nixon in 1974. My previous profession was journalism, working for my 

hometown newspaper in western Pennsylvania. I had a front-row, fifty-yard line seat to the decline and 

fall of the basic steel industry there in the 1980s, the turmoil and upheaval that it caused to thousands 

and the inability of elected officials to halt or at least blunt the effects of the disaster.  

 With that kind of background, it should be perfectly understandable why anyone would 

conclude that this profession is not necessarily for them. I did grow up learning American history before 

revisionists began their work to turn this nation from the last best hope of Earth (as Abraham Lincoln 

said in his annual message to Congress in December, 1862) to something to be junked and started all 

over again. When I accepted Jesus as my Savior, I would tell people – and still do – about the Founding 

Fathers’ beliefs, how that religious freedom was what I like to call the Prime Freedom, the one from 

which so many others come from, and caution fellow believers that God will call us to account for how 

we use the privileges of citizenship (like voting) He permitted us to have.  

All of this, however, was casually done. I would vote my conscience, pray for God’s Will to be 

done in the election, believe that I did my good deed for the day and be done with it. Yet any contact I 

would make with politics beyond this was similar to a homeowner finding a dead animal in the yard, 

forced to deal with it before it decomposed and left a most unpleasant smell. If anyone suggested that I 

might be a good candidate for some local office, I would respond with, Are you mad at me? or some 

similar jest meant to imply I wanted nothing to do with it, thank you very much. 

But then a curious thing happened. In the midst of the chaos of this year 2020, a truth was 

resurrected that had not seen the light of day in decades, perhaps generations. My wife (who has some 



really good skills at this sort of thing) did some research into the histories of both her family and mine. 

We already knew a little about our respective pasts, but this added information changed my entire 

perception about who I came from and who I am. 

My ancestry is from Scotland; my progenitors arrived in the New World in the 1600s, and settled 

in western Pennsylvania. I am a fifth-generation descendent of patriots who fought in the American 

Revolution. They are represented on both my father’s and my mother’s side of the family; in fact, my 

mother’s side is connected to one George Fisher, a member of the Commander-In-Chief’s Guard, which 

was a group of soldiers selected from other units of the Continental Army to protect General George 

Washington. I had a distant cousin who served with Sam Houston’s army at the Battle of San Jacinto in 

the Texas War for Independence, and other ancestors who fought on both sides in the Civil War. Both 

my father and my uncle served with the 10th Mountain Division of the U.S. Army during World War II, my 

father winning the Bronze Star for his actions in Italy. And I had a cousin who served with the Seabees, 

the U.S. Navy Construction Force, in Vietnam. And, for the record, my wife’s father was a pilot in the 

U.S. Army Air Corps in World War II, flying B-29s in and out of runways chopped out in jungles in the 

South Pacific theater.   

I knew that our heritage was of the Scots and, of course, I knew about the service of my father, 

father-in-law, uncle and cousin. And, unlike others growing up in the 60s, I was proud of the service of 

people in my family. But going back five generations to find patriots in my ancestry was something I 

didn’t expect. That kind of knowledge puts a new perspective on how you view things – especially when 

you look at the year we are currently in and you start thinking to yourself, Okay, whose time machine 

went on the fritz and dumped me back into 1968? 

I began to realize that the chief reason why the political landscape is the way it is (for which the 

swamp is an apt description) can be traced to many sharing my attitude toward politics. This has led to a 

situation similar to putting an aircraft on automatic controls and turning your attention away from the 

path ahead to go and to play cards with the co-pilot or passengers. This is an overly-simplistic way of 

looking at it, perhaps, for there are many other factors playing into our current crisis, but I believe it 

captures the heart of the problem. Other factors may contribute, but we could have dealt with it if we 

had just kept a closer watch on where are going.  

To explain, let me point out a few facts: 

1. We the People Rule:  As our system was set up, the people are the ultimate source of political 

power. Representatives are elected from among them who are to govern in keeping with the 

people’s wishes. And government was intended to be small and limited to some basic services; 

establish courts, keep the peace at home, defend against foreign attacks and protect the rights 

of the people from which lawmakers came. And the reason why a small, limited government 

could work after the British Colonies broke away from the world’s leading superpower of its day 

leads us to…   

2. We the People Could Rule Ourselves:  In the century and a half since the first colonies were 

founded in the New World, the people – separated from the mother country by an ocean that 



took more than two months to cross and had no means of instantaneous communication – had 

learned to govern themselves. Many of the earliest settlements from Britain were founded by 

people who wished to worship God according to the dictates of their conscience and not follow 

government-sanctioned denominations like the Church of England. The Puritans in 

Massachusetts were one such example, and Maryland was founded by Roman Catholic 

adherents led by Cecil Calvert, second Lord Baltimore. Revivals that swept through the colonies 

as they grew had left in their wake individuals that generally kept a reign on their own desires. 

Small colonial legislatures were established that handled the same basic services as their later 

Federal counterparts. By the time of the American Revolution, Britain had its hands full trying to 

overturn the colonial legislatures, quell a growing rebellion and rule directly from London, 3500 

miles and two months distant. And for the first 150 or so years of the nation’s existence, we not 

only took care of ourselves but others; we printed Bibles for our own people and for others, sent 

missionaries to other lands and used the great agricultural bounty we enjoyed to help other 

nations who faced famine and drought and other natural disasters. We were known as a 

Christian nation and saw ourselves as generally blessed by God. 

3. Victory, Empire and Corruption: At the end of the First and Second World Wars, the United 

States emerged as the world’s leading superpower. Having defeated Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy 

and Imperial Japan, a conflict began with our former ally, the Soviet Union. Despite this, the 

nation went through a period of great economic growth, which seems to be always a point of 

testing spiritually. The greatest danger to a nation is not necessarily hardship but prosperity, 

which has an unsettling way of opening a path for people to turn from God and indulge their 

own fleshly desires. People would go to church because it was seen as the right thing to do, but 

did not seem to let Jesus penetrate layers of pride, sensuality, selfishness, greed and other sins. 

These were fed through a host of new gods; materialism, entertainment, sports and others – 

many of whom were let into the church itself in a fleshly attempt to keep people in the pews 

and the money in the collection plate. The children of such people, sensing what was lacking in 

their parents (even if they couldn’t explain what this quality was) turned away from the church 

and pursued many of the same gods, just in different form. Christianity was no longer seen in 

the power of almighty God, but as merely a part of the establishment, which they were 

disillusioned with to the point of desiring to replace with something else. 

We see this same conflict playing out again today, only the stakes are the nation itself. And yet, 

even as the danger can be seen by anyone willing to open their eyes, far too many believers are still 

content to think that electing the “right people” will solve all our problems. Choosing the right leader 

may help in the short term, but it does no good if we do not keep the “big picture” of the nation in mind.  

Many believe that President Trump was sent by God as a “wrecking ball” for the corruption in 

our system, or to prepare the way for a return to the Lord, much as King Cyrus of Persia permitted the 

Jewish People to return to Israel after their seventy years of exile were ended. And there is evidence to 

suggest that this is true. But if you know about King Cyrus, remember that he started the process of 

reform but did not finish it. After Cyrus there was a period where the enemies of the Jews repopulating 

Jerusalem were able to persuade Cyrus’ successor to order a halt to the restoration of the Temple of 



God that Cyrus himself ordered. It was not until King Darius took the throne that the Jewish remnant 

reminded him of Cyrus’ decree and Darius ordered the work to continue. In short, it took a Cyrus to start 

the process, but it took a Darius to finish it.  

President Trump is running for a second term, and like many others I pray that he is re-elected – 

if for no other reason than the Democratic Party appears to have sold its collective soul for political 

power.  Should they get back the Presidency and perhaps the Senate as well, the persecution of 

believers will continue and possibly accelerate, while those things that God calls abominations will be 

promoted and written into law. The people will have imposed upon them a system of governance that 

has failed every single time it has been tried, and the nation will head into ruin on warp drive. Having 

said that, however, I keep in the back of my head the fact that (under the 22nd Amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution) Trump can only have one more term in office.  

What happens next? Who succeeds him? Is there a Darius willing to finish the job that God 

started? God promises that He will not leave a job undone – but will that job pick up where Trump left 

off, or will we need to have a situation like we had in the late 1800s where Grover Cleveland was voted 

out of the Presidency in favor of Benjamin Harrison, only to be voted back in again after Harrison’s first 

term? Do you really want to risk the further upheaval, seeing what we are dealing with today? And if 

God sees fit not to permit another term for President Trump, what do we do then? Do we have to go 

through what some are predicting, a second American Civil War? 

Regardless of what happens in November, the Church must purge itself; not of people, but of 

ourselves. We must return to being the watchmen on the wall that God called us to be. We must stop 

using the flimsy and failed crutch of politics as a mere bandage to keep the status quo going another few 

years, seek God for a cure and speak His Word in the face of evil. I have been content for too long with 

only doing my good deed for the day; I see the danger, and I will be silent no longer.  

A solemn assembly of seeking God took place last month, known as The Return. But we can do 

this ourselves, right now, in our own prayer lives. We can decide to lay aside the sins that so easily beset 

us – and although James 5:16 tells us to confess our sins to one another, some take it to the point of 

what I call Christian voyeurism in the process; I don’t want to know about yours and you don’t want to 

know about mine. We can declare to God that we are completely and wholly His, regardless of what 

happens, and assist others looking to do the same thing. The church should also consider being the 

agency that tells people the truth about the founding of this nation and how the system is supposed to 

work, if the schools and universities continue to fail to do so, turning people away from looking at 1619 

and back to 1776. 

And if you’re not a believer, thank you for staying with this message… but do you know Him? 

You’ve probably heard “God loves you” more times than you can count, but have you ever considered 

just what that love means? That God doesn’t want us – and, yes, that includes you and me alike – to die 

in our sins, be separated from Him and be lost forever? That He took the punishment our sins deserved 

upon Himself in the form of His Son, Jesus of Nazareth, satisfying His Holiness, but opening the way for 



us to be reconciled to Him? And, by raising Jesus from the dead, he also promises that those who 

believe in Him will live with Him forever? You can know this love by:  

 Admit to yourself that you have sinned against God, and repent (which means to agree with God 

that those sins are wrong and deliberately turn away from them).  

 Ask God to forgive you and accept Jesus as your Savior, which means to accept His sacrificial 

death as the payment for your sins and to live for Him. Scripture says that, If you declare with 

your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you 

will be saved. (Romans 10:9) I offer the following as a guide for you to pray; you can put it in 

your own words if you wish, but the important thing is that you speak – out loud – to God from 

your heart in all honesty with Him: Lord Jesus Christ, I ask You now to please come into my life. 

I believe that You are the Son of God, that You died to pay for my sins and were raised from 

the dead by God the Father. I accept You now as my Savior and as my Lord; please forgive my 

sins and give me a new heart to live for You and I will serve You all the days of my life. Please 

do this now, I pray, in Your Name, Amen.  

 Tell others about your decision, because the first thing Satan is going to try to do is persuade 

you that what you just did never really happened. Telling others helps to firmly establish your 

decision in your own spirit.  

 Get a Bible, and start reading. There are a number of modern English translations available to 

help with your understanding (the New King James Version is a good one). I recommend starting 

with the Gospel of John, then the other Gospels, then the rest of the New Testament and the 

Old Testament.  

If you prayed that and meant it, then God says you are a New Creation in Him (refer to 2 

Corinthians 5:17), but you’ll probably know that in your own heart without having to be reminded. 

Welcome to the Body of Christ, and congratulations on the best decision you will ever have made! 

Please contact us if you have so that we can give you some help and direction in your new walk with 

Jesus. 

For the Glory of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ 
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