
So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals. 

But for Adam no suitable helper was found. So the LORD God caused the man to fall into 

a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and then closed 

up the place with flesh.  Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out 

of the man, and he brought her to the man. The man said, “This is now bone of my bones 

and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” That is 

why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one 

flesh. (Genesis 2: 20-24) 

Another thing you do: You flood the LORD’s altar with tears. You weep and wail because 

he no longer looks with favor on your offerings or accepts them with pleasure from your 

hands. You ask, “Why?” It is because the LORD is the witness between you and the wife of 

your youth. You have been unfaithful to her, though she is your partner, the wife of your 

marriage covenant. Has not the one God made you? You belong to him in body and 

spirit. And what does the one God seek? Godly offspring. So be on your guard, and do 

not be unfaithful to the wife of your youth. “The man who hates and divorces his wife,” 

says the LORD, the God of Israel, “does violence to the one he should protect,” says 

the LORD Almighty. (Malachi 2: 13-16) 

Some Pharisees came to him to test Him (Jesus). They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to 

divorce his wife for any and every reason?” “Haven’t you read,” He replied, “that at the 

beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man 

will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one 

flesh’? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, 

let no one separate.” “Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that a man give his 

wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?” Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to 

divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the 

beginning. I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and 

marries another woman commits adultery.” (Matthew 19: 3-8) 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her  to 

make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to 

present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, 

but holy and blameless. In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their 

own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated their own 

body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church— for we are 

members of his body. “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be 



united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” This is a profound mystery—but I 

am talking about Christ and the church. (Ephesians 5: 25-32) 

 

Covenants 

 You’ve heard it all before, especially if you have been to traditional Christian weddings. The part 

of the ceremony where the priest/vicar/minister talks about how marriage is an honorable estate, 

signifying the relationship between Christ and His Church, which is taken from the passage from 

Ephesians (see above).  

Or – maybe you haven’t. With the definition of marriage up for grabs (as it were) in a society 

that is running away from God as fast as it can, the traditional ceremony is increasingly set aside in favor 

of couples writing their own script. And that's in some churches; in one recently concluded sitcom, the 

officiant declared his authority to perform weddings came from a course he took on the internet. Like in 

so many other areas, marriage is viewed as increasingly self-centered; it’s all about the dress, the party, 

the dance with your father or being enough of a “bridezilla” that you get the event put on television. 

 What many (even in the Church) fail to realize is that marriage is, first, a covenant; a solemn 

agreement that often had repercussions if one of the parties failed to fulfil its terms. The second thing 

that many do not realize is that there are more than two parties to this covenant.   

Dr. Andreas Kostenberger of the Dallas Theological Seminary wrote an excellent article for the Family 

Research Council on the subject, which I highly recommend reading:  

https://www.frc.org/brochure/the-bibles-teaching-on-marriage-and-family 

But for our purposes, taking the essentials, a covenant in Scripture was usually a binding agreement 

before God, taken either with God as a witness or as an actual party to it. In a Biblical covenant, this 

usually included the slaughtering of an animal as a sacrifice, through which the parties walked between 

the pieces implying may this be done to me if I do not keep this covenant we make. (Even God Himself 

engaged in this practice; refer to the covenant He made with Abraham in Genesis 15 where God passed 

through the pieces of the animals sacrificed in the form of a blazing torch and smoking firepot.) And 

even though you did not find this practice in a marriage ceremony, per se, if we understand the 

ceremony as one between two virgins – still considered by many to be the ideal – there is still the 

shedding of blood; as still practiced by some very strict Jewish communities, the bed sheet that has the 

virgin bride’s blood on it after her hymen was broken was often kept by the father as proof of her 

virginity.  

Most people today see marriage as an agreement between two people – that can be entered 

into or dissolved when convenient like any other legal agreement – but the reality is that God is a party 

to the agreement. Yet this is not a “tripartite” agreement, for in the act of marriage two of the parties 

become one in His sight; refer to the passage in Genesis at the head of this article, and Jesus’ 

https://www.frc.org/brochure/the-bibles-teaching-on-marriage-and-family


reinforcement of that truth in the passage from Matthew. Two people being made into one flesh, even 

if physically you can still see air between them, is the reason why God hates divorce and why the 

Israelites returning from Babylonian captivity were still not being blessed by God for, in addition to all 

their other sins, divorce was rampant among them; refer to the passage from Malachi above. 

Malachi also lists the damage done by the dissolving of the family unit. When two become one 

in the sight of God any separation is as if, physically, a person deliberately cut off a limb. Both husband 

and wife are to love, care for and protect each other. So divorce is seen by Him as an act of violence 

against the other person and, by extension, the person’s own body. Additionally, through marriage God 

seeks a next generation that will know, love and serve Him. Many have written over the years that the 

family unit, a father especially, is a child’s first model of what God is like. Therefore, for a man to divorce 

his spouse and leave the family (still what occurs in the majority of divorce cases), spiritually the stage is 

set for the child to see God as unforgiving and His love for that person being limited and conditional. 

Thus the child can grow to adulthood with a false and warped view of God, which may work to turn said 

child away from the things of God. The effects of the dissolution of marriage are never limited to the 

husband and wife involved. It is only when violence is done by one partner to another – whether it be 

spiritual, in the case of marital infidelity where the relationship has already been severely damaged, or 

the case of domestic abuse where one partner physically harms the other – that divorce is not so much 

permitted as it is the innocent party can do so without committing sin. 

With all of the other things going on in this world hurtling its way through the End Times, why 

bring all this up now? Simple; we keep asking for the Great Awakening, yet half of all marriages in the 

nation end in divorce, even among believers. We continue to live as if we can change our spouses 

almost as frequently as one changes one’s clothes with impunity; likewise, other threats to the family 

continue practically unabated –infidelity within marriage, pornography, drug and alcohol abuse or 

anything else that sets itself up as an idol instead of the Lord. In Leviticus 17:7, which is the command 

against making offerings to false gods, the commentary of the 1599 Geneva Bible reads that, “idolatry is 

spiritual whoredom, because faith toward God is broken,” just as physical infidelity can destroy a 

marriage. A change in the way a person (and, by extension, a nation) lives must accompany cries for 

healing. The word for this is repentance, or an agreement with God that His way is right, what we are 

doing is wrong, and that we will stop doing wrong deeds and live His way. The Lord made a similar point 

through the Prophet Jeremiah, saying:   

Have you not just called to me: ‘My Father, my friend from my youth, will you 

always be angry? Will your wrath continue forever?’ This is how you talk, but you do all 

the evil you can.” (Jeremiah 3: 4, 5) 

 Salvation is never about deeds; it is accepted as a gift by faith. But even John the Baptist warned 

the religious leaders of his day, Produce fruit in keeping with repentance (Matthew 3:8). Being dismissive 

of covenants with God is only one area where repentance is needed; and most people reading this I’m 

sure can think of others. But if the Church truly wants the change we claim to seek, then we have to get 

serious about our relationship with God. And the evidence of that is found by watching the numbers in 

the rates of divorce, abortion, drug and alcohol abuse, domestic abuse, etc. fall – and precipitously.  



 We keep putting the cart before the horse (as it were); we read 2 Chronicles 7:14 somewhat 

backwards, as if we suffer from a kind of spiritual dyslexia. If we turn from our wicked ways, then God 

will hear from Heaven and heal our land. We must take the first step. Many of our forefathers came to 

this land seeking the freedom to seek God according to the dictates of their consciences. It is time we 

remembered who and what we are. 

 

For the Glory of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ 
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