
If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have 
more: Circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 

Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the 
church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. But whatever were gains to me I 

now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss 
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have 

lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ. (Philippians 3: 4-8) 

Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown 
mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. (1 Timothy 1:13) 

Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in Me will do the works I have been doing, and they 
will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. (John 14: 12) 

 

Pray for More Pauls 

 The first great persecution against Christianity is thought to have begun around 34 A.D. with the 

martyrdom of Stephen, a deacon in the early Church. Chapter 7 in the Book of Acts records the murder, 

with those participating laying their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul of Tarsus, introducing 

him to the reader. Scholars agree that Saul was from a wealthy family, possibly of the family of Herod 

the Great, but certainly wealthy enough to have been taught the Pharisaic traditions and teachings 

under Gamaliel, one of the leading rabbis of his day. Some (albeit a minority) even go so far as to 

suggest that Saul was training to be a rabbi, possibly even being groomed for the High Priesthood of 

Israel. The very next chapter informs us that Saul led the attack on the Church, hauling disciples of Jesus 

before the Sanhedrin, forcing them to renounce the Messiah, torturing them, or putting them to death. 

Not satisfied with that, Saul went to the chief priests in Jerusalem for authorization to go to Damascus to 

do the same thing. 

 If you know the story, then you know what happened next; on his way there, Saul encountered 

Jesus Himself and began to fearlessly preach the faith he once tried to destroy – to the point where he 

had to be smuggled out of Damascus so he would not be killed. And even though all but a few of the 

disciples in Jerusalem shied away from him at first (thinking it was a ploy to round them up), Saul grew 

in strength and the knowledge of the Gospel, having been taught it directly by Jesus Himself (Galatians 

1: 11-16). Also known as Paul, he became the Apostle to the Gentiles, writing letters that became more 

than half the New Testament in the Bible; the first two quotes above are from St. Paul. Although born a 

Roman citizen (Acts 22), his teachings are said to have stirred up the known world of his time (Acts 

24:5).  

 So, in the midst of a chaotic world despite the rule of the Roman Empire over just about 

everything is a man who once disbelieved, yet became a believer in such a dramatic fashion that he was 

willing to endure anything for the sake of his Lord… even, ultimately, his own martyrdom. 

 Fast-forward to today. The nation-states that have been in existence for many years are still 

operating – especially the United States which, despite the current challenges, has not resorted to the 



brute force of other nations to keep order. But beneath the surface is chaos and disorder, which some 

believe is evidence of God lifting His protection on the nation to turn it back to His ways. False religions 

have multiplied and differing social systems clamor for the public’s attention and loyalty. A civil “cold” 

war exists which, unless some intervention takes place, threatens to become a shooting conflict. This is 

the “storm before the calm,” you might say – the calm of the Great Awakening that many are praying 

for. This Awakening will be orchestrated by God in such a manner that no one save He will be able to 

claim any glory for it.  

 This, however, does not mean people can’t be used by God for this occasion. Indeed, they will 

be. The difference will be their approach to their usefulness by God. Paul in his letters to the churches 

never claimed anything other than to be the chief of sinners (1 Timothy 1:15) saved by God’s Grace. He 

likely felt great remorse for the believers he persecuted, some to their deaths. Yet so “sold out” to Jesus 

was he that he was willing to swim upstream (as it were) for the rest of his life to bring some to Him. In 

the process, Paul was a master gardener for the Kingdom, producing a great deal of fruit for his Lord. 

 The Church of today can use such people. We may not know them or their effectiveness for the 

Kingdom until we get there with Jesus, but they will be able to do great things for it. In fact, God’s got 

greater works yet planned for such people who are His for the using. 

 There has rioting and looting in some cities, with attempts made to remove monuments to the 

nation’s past, sparked in some cases by agitators working for an anti-God agenda. Churches have been 

burned, and some have even gone so far as to attack the faith, demanding the removal of crosses and 

other symbols of what Jesus has done for us. These may have been trained and groomed for whatever 

secular positions of authority they themselves or others have them eyed for.  

But somewhere among those either engaged in the destruction or urging it on are people who 

God already has plans for in this His last great move. A number of Damascus Road experiences are 

already in the works, just waiting for these people to arrive at the spot for the appointment. 

And this is one thing all of us can do as the Kingdom advances; pray for more to be willingly used 

by God; perhaps even yourself. In short… pray for more Pauls.  

 Do you know Him? You’ve probably heard “God loves you” more times than you can count, but 

have you ever considered just what that love means? That God doesn’t want us – and, yes, that includes 

you – to die in our sins, be separated from Him and be lost forever? That He took the punishment our 

sins deserved upon Himself in the form of His Son, Jesus of Nazareth, satisfying His Holiness, but opening 

the way for us to be reconciled to Him? And, by raising Jesus from the dead, he also promises that those 

who believe in Him will live with Him forever? You can know this love by:  

 Admit to yourself that you have sinned against God, and repent (which means to agree with God 

that those sins are wrong and deliberately turn away from them).  

 Ask God to forgive you and accept Jesus as your Savior, which means to accept His sacrificial 

death as the payment for your sins and to live for Him. Scripture says that, If you declare with 

your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you 



will be saved. (Romans 10:9) I offer the following as a guide for you to pray; you can put it in 

your own words if you wish, but the important thing is that you speak – out loud – to God from 

your heart in all honesty with Him: Lord Jesus Christ, I ask You now to please come into my life. 

I believe that You are the Son of God, that You died to pay for my sins and were raised from 

the dead by God the Father. I accept You now as my Savior and as my Lord; please forgive my 

sins and give me a new heart to live for You and I will serve You all the days of my life. Please 

do this now, I pray, in Your Name, Amen.  

 Tell others about your decision, because the first thing Satan is going to try to do is persuade 

you that what you just did never really happened. Telling others helps to firmly establish your 

decision in your own spirit.  

 Get a Bible, and start reading. There are a number of modern English translations available to 

help with your understanding (the New King James Version is a good one). I recommend starting 

with the Gospel of John, then the other Gospels, then the rest of the New Testament and the 

Old Testament.  

If you prayed that and meant it, then God says you are a New Creation in Him (refer to 2 

Corinthians 5:17), but you’ll probably know that in your own heart without having to be reminded. 

Welcome to the Body of Christ, and congratulations on the best decision you will ever have made! 

Please contact us if you have so that we can give you some help and direction in your new walk with 

Jesus. 

 

For the Glory of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ 
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