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In Ezekiel 34, the prophet speaks against the shepherds of Israel that feed themselves from the 

flock and do not tend to the flock itself; seeking the lost, rescuing them form predators, binding wounds 

or healing the sick.  This was a sign against the priesthood that took the best from the offerings of the 

people but did not warn them against following pagan idols, or of the judgment that was coming upon 

the nation for its corrupted ways. In that chapter, God promises to remove the wicked shepherds and 

replace them with ones who will carry out His laws and ordinances, and teach the people to do likewise. 

This is confirmed in the very next book of the Old Covenant, that of the Prophet Hosea: 

“My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected 

knowledge, I also reject you as My priests; because you have ignored the law of your 

God, I also will ignore your children.” (Hosea 4:6) 
 

The priesthood in ancient Israel was promised to the Levites, the descendants of Aaron, Moses’ 

brother. But in Ezekiel‘s vision of the re-established temple, the high priesthood and the actual service 

of the Sanctuary of the Lord is given to a specific family of the Levites: 

This will be for the consecrated priests, the Zadokites, who were faithful in serving me 

and did not go astray as the Levites did when the Israelites went astray. (Ezekiel 48:11) 

 

The dividing line between Israel’s apostasy and recovery was the exile into Babylon. God 

specifically states the reason for the seventy years in captivity was to cure Israel of the cancer of 

idolatry, which by that time had reached the point where righteous people – those who still worshipped 

the Lord – were being threatened and persecuted by those who followed pagan gods. This dividing line 

came down to a single point, the fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians and the destruction of Solomon’s 

Temple. But in Ezekiel chapter 37, the now famous prophecy of the valley of dry bones is recorded, 

promising the rebirth of Israel from what appears to be death and complete and utter decay. 

Furthermore, the reunion of God’s people as one nation is foreseen, no longer divided into Israel and 

Judah, and under the rule of a descendant of King David. Many interpret this passage as a promise of the 

coming Messiah. 

There is a principle in Scripture given through the Apostle Paul: First to the Jew, then to the 

Gentile (Romans 1:16; the King James Version and other earlier translations use the word Greek to 

represent the Gentiles). The full verse reads:  

For I am not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation 

to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 

 



This means that because of Jesus’ sacrifice, which provided the atonement for the sins of the world, 

satisfying God’s judgment against sin yet still providing for His mercy to the sinner, everything of God is 

now available to all mankind, in the proper order; for the Jewish people first, since they had the original 

covenant with God, then for the Gentiles that are grafted into the blessings of Israel because of Jesus 

(Romans 11:13-24). Paul takes this concept further in his letter to the Church at Ephesus, saying Jew and 

Gentile form one new man in Jesus (Ephesians 2:14-16).  

I have frequently written that America is not Israel, and that the principle of Replacement 

Theology, that America’s covenant with God somehow replaces Israel’s original covenant because of 

their rejection of the Messiah, has no basis in Scripture. But like Israel, America was founded on a 

covenant with God and, thus, has parallels to His ancient people. Like Israel, America is also experiencing 

apostasy on a large scale among its people, and has experienced low-level judgment as God has moved 

to get our collective attention as a nation and calls for our return to Him. Because of the crying out of 

the remnant of believers, America has been given a reprieve from stronger “doses” of judgment to cure 

our own descent into idolatry and apostasy. Like Israel, I believe God is not yet finished with America – if 

He were, He wouldn’t bother with all this, but would remove the remnant to safe territory and let the 

condition of the rest go terminal.  

But, like Israel, America is approaching its own dividing line, a singularity, if you will. What that 

point is we cannot yet see, but there is a growing sense that everything in what we can see is coming 

down to a reckoning of sorts, that things cannot remain the way they are much longer. And if you look 

carefully, there is a shift taking place within the Church in America. Mainstream media is taking this as a 

sign that faith is on the decline in this nation, but that’s far from the case; believers are not leaving the 

Church – just the churches. Attendance to denominations (mainstream or otherwise) that have mixed 

the Word of God with worldly culture in an attempt to gain the approval of people is declining as 

believers seek where the Word is not compromised, where Salvation and Deliverance are still being 

preached and offered. And they’re finding them; online, in home gatherings and in small congregations 

overlooked by nearly everyone else because of their size. In response, God is generously pouring out His 

Spirit and His Presence where He is welcome to build up His body in wisdom, in signs and wonders and 

in power for service to His Kingdom. 

Now, however, God calls His Church to turn toward His approval and the things of the Lord, and 

away from continuing as if nothing is wrong. America is at the point of decision, at the very intersection 

of her future, and there is no more time for delay. The choice is before us because it is before the 

nation, and judgment always begins with the House of God (1 Peter 4:17). Either we who are believers 

judge ourselves against the standard that God sets before us, or He will judge us against that same 

standard, because He has called us to be about His work. And there remains much work to be done. 

We have seen children sacrificed by the millions for the sake of mere selfishness, to the point 

where now pagan rituals take hold of many in our nation and can be plainly seen just scarcely below the 

surface of our culture. We have seen the arrogant demand that we “keep all that junk to yourself” (as 

the late Keith Green put it) and the Lord be put “in the closet” – as if He actually could be – while altars 

to their false gods are set up in the open. Our leaders once strove to create laws that were good and 



proper and made an attempt for atoning for the failures and the sins of the nation, and now they plan 

and fight hard to legislate what the Lord calls abominations. And all the while, the church has been lazy, 

thinking that if we use the tactics of the world, the job will be easier, little perceiving that those very 

tactics have been corrupted by the world. Doing things this way has only led to people being corrupted 

themselves, pulled into the very abyss they claim to have come to stand against.  

The trumpet and the war pipes sound, and the captives cry for rescue; do you not hear them? 

We cannot continue as we have. It is time to put on the whole armor of God and step into His power 

and strength for battle, a battle to be fought first on our knees, then on our feet as He gives us His 

assignments for us.  

For twelve years, my wife and I, with the help of others in this ministry, have been doing what 

we can – praying, writing, working where we can, preaching where we have been invited. But God has 

maneuvered us into a place where we may now take greater strides, and we will take them. Beginning 

this May, our ministry plans to host Revival tent meetings on our property, bringing in guest speakers 

who will preach the Word of God and show people the reality of the Bible and all it contains. More yet is 

planned for the future, which – God willing – we will reveal as we proceed. Maintaining the status quo is 

no longer enough for us, and it should no longer be enough for the believer. This year, spend time with 

the Lord, and ask what He wants you to do. If He says you are right where He wants you to be, then 

rejoice and keep doing what you’re doing. If He has more for you, then take the leap and plunge in with 

your whole heart, knowing He will provide everything you need to carry out the work He has given you.  

God be with you – Maranatha! 

 

For the Glory of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ 
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